The ECC has two energy monitoring devices available for short-term loans.  

The first is a KILL A WATT meter for measuring your electricity usage.  You plug an appliance, power strip, computer, or other device whose electricity you want to measure into the meter. It shows the power in watts being used, and shows the kilowatt-hours of electricity consumed over the time period the device is plugged in.  Given a cost of electricity (currently 9.6 cents/kwhr), it shows your daily, monthly or yearly electricity cost of that device.   These meters are available for one-week loans. 
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The second is an Infrared (IR) thermometer.  You point this monitor at a wall, window, hand, hot-water heater, etc. and it shows the average temperature of that surface.  The surface whose temperature is measured is a circle whose diameter is 1/11th of the distance from the IR thermometer.  For instance, pointed at a wall 11 feet away, the temperature shown is an average over a circle one foot in diameter; if it is 5.5 feet away, the temperature is averaged over a circle 0.5 feet in diameter; etc.  In the winter time this device is useful for finding cold-spots on walls, around windows, etc. that need to be plugged or insulated.  This thermometer is available for two-day loans.   

With some identification, these energy monitoring devices can be checked out at the ECC office, 6044 N. Broadway, 773-334-5609.  
